In April 2013, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) member countries endorsed the request from the Kingdom of Thailand to create the International Year of Soils with the stated goal of raising awareness on the importance of sustainable soil management as the basis for food systems, fuel and fiber production, essential ecosystem functions, and better adaptation to climate change for present and future generations.
With this announcement, SSSA leaders gathered during the 2013 Annual Meeting to discuss opportunities for SSSA's role and possible public awareness campaigns around soils' issues. We knew there was great potential! An SSSA task force was formed, led by David Lindbo, to oversee the communications campaign. Leaders were gathered from academia, government, and industry and represented key groups such as the UN, the National Academies, and IUSS. As a first step, the key audiences of members (for outreach) and K-12 educators were defined. In tandem, the objective for these audiences was clarified: providing them with reproducible activities that would have a life span beyond IYS 2015.
Then, the team developed 12 monthly themes, and a monthly leader was recruited to oversee the efforts for that month. Each monthly leader (some using teams) and staff developed:
• 
K-12 Outreach
K-12 educators were alerted to IYS via a mailer placed in the 2014 Earth Science Week packets (distributed to 16,000+ teachers by the American Geosciences Institute), and a sign-up form was sent to 20,000+ other K-12 science teachers who are members of the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA). To date, more than 2,500 teachers have signed up for the 2015 IYS packets and monthly e-newsletters. SSSA also offered a $1,500 travel scholarship for one science teacher to travel to the NSTA Annual Conference in Chicago, with more than 60 teachers applying! In addition to the above activities, including the development of the www.soils.org/IYS webpage, many other events happened. Examples include:
• USDA-NRCS annual Soils Planner featured the IYS monthly themes,
• Official House and Senate IYS declaration in the State of Maine,
• Soil profiles, in a kiosk format, developed in West Virginia,
• A "flocking campaign" at North Carolina State University,
• A high school teacher's workshop developed and held at the University of Florida in the summer of 2015, and
• IYS videos shown at the Dig It! exhibit at the North Carolina Natural Science Museum.
Was IYS Successful for SSSA?
• The SSSA Science Policy office in partnership with the National Association of Conservation Districts worked to secure, in the U.S. Senate, a joint congressional resolution recognizing IYS.
• The European Geosciences Union (EGU) requested a showing of the January's Soils Sustain Life video at EGU 2015.
• The public sections of www.soils.org (/discoversoils) had an increase of readers of more than 75%.
• More than 138,227 views of the IYS web page and activities alone through December! • The readership of Soils Matter blogs went from under 6,000 views per month in December 2014, steadily increasing in readership to more than 20,000 views per month starting in September 2015 and holding steady.
• The January Soils Sustain Life video had more than 13,000 views during 2015.
Life Soils Sustain

Social Media Stats
Twitter @SSSA_soils-followers at 7,900, up from 6,000 March 2015.
Facebook SSSA FB page-followers at 9,500+, up from 7,200 March 2015, and the average reach of posts has more than doubled.
I Heart Soil FB page-followers at 3,000+ up from 2,320 March 2015, and the average reach of each post has also more than doubled.
IYS was a huge success-both for SSSA and for soils awareness. And it was a tremendous effort-thank you to all members and staff who played a role in our success! Now let's keep it going. Visit the IYS page, pick out an activity that best suits you, and go out into your community to continue educating the public about the MOST important natural resource! Soils sustain life, after all!
